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Scouting and Exploring units hold their own popcorn kickoff and distribute popcorn 
information to their Scouting/Exploring families. Sharing your unit’s expectation of each 
family will ensure success. 
Monday, September 17, 2007 
Show & Deliver popcorn orders are due to the Crossroads of America Council via the Trail’s 
End website (Please check with your District Kernel for your district due date). 
Saturday, September 29, 2007 
Show & Deliver popcorn distribution – START SELLING! POPCORN SALE BEGINS! 
Saturday, November 10, 2007 
Popcorn Sale Ends 
By Monday, November 12, 2007 
“Take Order” popcorn & prize orders due to council via Trail’s End website. (Please check 
with your District Kernel for your district due date). 
Through November 13, 2007 
Any extra popcorn not needed by the Scout unit may be returned for credit. Returns must 
be by the case, in good condition and returned to any of the Scout offices or Camp Belzer. 
Saturday, December 1, 2007 
Take order popcorn distribution to units. Scouts begin delivering product and collect 
payment. 
Monday, December 17, 2007 
All popcorn payments are due to the Crossroads of America Council. 
 
For more information, visit our website at www.crossroadsbsa.org or the Trail’s End popcorn 
website at www.trails-end.com or the Hou Koda “Kernel” Carl Heckman at 
checkman11@comcast.net. 

2008 Silver Beaver Award – Nominations Due by September 30, 2007 
The Silver Beaver award is presented in recognition of a volunteer’s noteworthy service of 
exceptional character to youth in our 25 county area. The service may be of a non-Scouting 
nature. It need not be limited to Scouting activities. The nominee shall be registered 
currently as a volunteer Scout leader in the Crossroads of America Council and be at least 
21 years of age. Nominations will not be considered for former professional Scouters or 
council employees within 5 years of their leaving any form of employment with the BSA. A 
council committee comprised of current holders of the Silver Beaver Award and 
representing all districts selects the award recipients. Instructions and Forms are available 
at the crossroads web site on at the Council Office.  

Boy Scout Recruitment Incentive Plan 
The troop that recruits the highest percentage of Boy Scouts from August 1st to 
December 1st 2007 will receive $250. The boys must be new members, no transfers. 
This will be judged by the percent of new boys, to make it fair for all troops no 
matter what their size. We hope that each troop will recruit at least 2 boys. A chart 
will be present at each roundtable to check your progress.  If you have any questions 
or comments please contact Jean Manka at 317-925-1900 ext 229 or 
jmanka@crossroadsbsa.org.  
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Cub Scout Membership – Alert! 
We’re 67 cub scouts down in membership this year. We need any and all Cub Scout 
applications out there sent to the scout office as soon as possible. This will help us attain 
quality district for 2008. 
 

Environmental Science Merit Badge - Sept. 13th, 2007 AND Sept. 27, 2007 
The environmental Science Merit badge workshop will be held at the 
Indianapolis Museum of art from6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Scouts can complete 
the entire merit badge if they attend all sessions and complete all 
assignments and prerequisites. The entire course will be led by IMA’s 
professional horticulture staff and special outside instructors. Classes will 

meet in Adult lecture space B. 
 
Prerequisites (must be completed before the first session) 

1. Make a time line of the history of environmental science in America. Identify the 
contribution made by the Boy Scouts of America to environmental science. Include 
dates, names of people or organizations, and important events. 
Between class assignments (specific assignments will be given for these during the 
first session) 
 
2. Define the following terms: population, community, ecosystem, biosphere, 
symbiosis, niche, habitat, conservation, threatened species, endangered species, 
extinction, pollution prevention, brownfield, ozone, watershed, airshed, nonpoint 
source, hybrid vehicle, fuel cell. 
 
3C. Describe the impact of a waterborne pollutant on an aquatic community. Write a 
100-word report on how that pollutant affected aquatic fife, what the effect was, 
and whether the effect is linked to bio-magnification. 
 
3F. Look around your home and determine 10 ways your family can help reduce 
pollution. Practice at least two of these methods for seven days and discuss with 
your counselor what you have learned. 
 
4A. Mark off a plot of 4 square yards in each study area, and count the number of 
species found there. Estimate how much space is occupied by each plant species and 
the type and number of non-plant species you find. Write report that adequately 
discusses the biodiversity and population density of these study areas. Discuss your 
report with your counselor. 
 

Cost is $15 per Scout and is limited to 22 Scouts! 
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Hou Koda District Cub Scout Roundtable – September 13, 2007  
The Cub Scout Roundtable monthly theme is one month in advance of the themes presented 
in the Cub Scout Program Helps. As always, all adults, leaders and youth are welcome at the 

Cub Scout Roundtable. Theme for October 2007:  Down On the 
Farm, Webelos Activity Badges: Citizen, Showman. It's harvest 

time in farming country.  Cub Scouts learn about growing crops this 
month while they explore the life of a hard-working farmer.  Dens 
might visit a farm, local dairy, or petting zoo to learn first-hand about 

farm animals.  Boys can build a miniature greenhouse to start their 
own vegetables for planting in the family garden or patio pots.  Dens could 

take a field trip to a pumpkin patch and pick their own pumpkin for the pumpkin decorating 
contest at the Pack meeting harvest fair.  Fair activities might include contest booths, a 
rubber-glove cow for milking, and a good old fashioned hayride. 

Hou Koda District Boy Scout / Venturing Roundtable – September 13, 2007  
CAC Venturing Roundtable and Hou Koda Boy Scout Roundtable will be held 
at 7:00 pm at the Avon Christian Church, 7236 East County Rd 100 South, 
Avon, IN. The Guest Speaker will be Mr. Jeff Geralds, Venturing Care of 
the Central Region/Area 2 
  

Topic: Selling Venturing to Troops - "How Venturing and Troops can work together - Next 
Step in Scouting!" 
  
If your Troop is thinking of starting a Crew or you’re just trying to figure out how 
Venturing fits into the Scouting Program - you DONT WANT TO MISS this Roundtable.   

Voyageur Canoe Training – September 8-9 & September 15-16, 2007 – Fall 
Having trouble keeping older boys in the Troop? 
Looking for low cost high adventure? 
Enjoy re-living history? 
Want to get wet? 
 
You have the opportunity to do all this with Voyageur Canoe Training! 
The fall session is September 8-9 and September 15-16, 2007 at 
Belzer Scout Camp.  
 
Objective: To teach adults to take the Voyageur program back to the Troop and conduct 
safe High Adventure trips, to hold older boys’ interest and keep them active in the Scouting 
program, to encourage younger boys to earn rank advancement, and to provide canoeing 
adventure for Venture Crews.  
 
Camp overnight both Saturday nights. Return for one additional day in a following course as 
part of the training staff and earn the Instructor Arc. This allows you to rent the Voyageur 
equipment for use in training the boys. Questions? Contact: Dan Cunningham at 
LTCDAN@comcast.net or 317-872-8869. 
 

mailto:LTCDAN@comcast.net
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Where: Camp Belzer Canoe Yard – 7:30 a.m. (sharp) the 1st Saturday. The course runs 
Saturday thru Sunday  

mid-afternoon both weekends. 
Who: All registered adult Scouters 
What: Canoe Training Course Designed to allow you to train the boys in your unit how to 

have fun safely in a canoe. 
Learn: To plan a trip, to teach canoeing, to learn by doing, to launch, to load, to paddle, to 

rescue swamped canoes, to canoe safely, to use the Voyageur program with the boys. 
Earn: Safety Afloat card  
 Safe Swim Defense card  
Review: Boy Scout Outing Policies. 
 Tour Permits 
 Two-Deep Leadership 

Outdoor Adventure Days – September 21 – 23, 2007 
Outdoor Adventure Days is open to individual Scouts and Venturing Youth (BSA leadership 
applies) and Boy Scout Troops and Venturing Crews. SAVE THE DATE! September 21 - 23 - 
Camp Ransburg, Hoosier National Forest 

Courses include: Archery, Art - Painting, Backpacking, Camping, Caving, Mountain 
Biking, Digital Photography, Fishing, Insect Study, Rock Climbing, Orienteering, Rifle and 
Shotgun Shooting and more!!! 
 

* Expert Instructors! * Small Class Size * Meals Provided 
 
Cost $35* per Participant with Food or $25* and bring your own! 
Also eligible for Recruit a Friend (non-Scout) Program 
Contact Pat Donnelly at 317-877-5321 or Ryan Keys at the Scout Office 317-925-1900 with 
questions. 
*Some Courses may have additional fees for higher cost equipment 
Contact Pat Donnelly at 317-877-5321 or Ryan Keys at the Scout Office 317-925-1900 with 
questions. 

Fly Fishing Casting Clinic & introduction to the Fly Fishing Merit Badge – 
September 29, 2007 

Orvis Retail Store at Clay Terrace 
14250 Clay Terrace Blvd.  
Ste. E-41 
Carmel, IN US, 46032 

 
Saturday, September 29, 2007 at 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
This workshop will be held at the Orvis retail store at Clay Terrace in Carmel. There is no 
cost associated with this casting clinic and spaces will be filled first come, first served. 
Scouts wishing to work on additional requirements for the Fly Fishing Merit Badge may 
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contact the Fly Fishing Shop at the Orvis retail store to schedule an appointment at 317-
249-6000. Please contact the Roesch Scout Service Center (317) 925-1900 
or the Fly Fishing Shop at Orvis (317) 249-6000 with questions.  

Tree Identification Class – Saturday, September 29, 2007 
This class will teach how to identify common trees found in the woods and 
landscape of central Indiana by bud, leaf, needle, bark, shape and 
more. After slides and discussion in the classroom, Geoff Von Burg, 
IMA horticulturist, will lead you into the IMA gardens for more 
instruction. Half the time will be spent in class and half outdoors. 
Limit of 20 students. 9:00 am to 11:45 am 
Indianapolis Museum of Art - Adult Lecture Room A. 
Public $45; 
Students & Seniors $39;  
Members $31  
Details:  
Register by Monday, September 24, by calling 317-920-2649, or -2648 between 9:00 am 
and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday, to register by phone.  
The IMA accepts all major credit cards. Or visit our website http://www.ima.museum/ for a 
registration form to fax or mail. Can’t attend this date? Please contact Geoff Von Burg 
about other dates or scheduling a class for your group: gvonburg@ima-art.org or 317. 920. 
2662 ext 503 
 

BRICKYARD BASH at THE INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY - 
 Saturday, October 6, 2007 

Come join us at the famed Brickyard for a day of 
Scouting FUN! Saturday, October 6, 2007 from 10:00 
AM to 4:00 PM. This event is available to all Cub Scouts: 
Tiger, Wolf, Bear, Webelos and their Families. Plan on 
bringing a friend and introduce him to the Fun of 
Scouting! 

 
Things to See: 

Visit the Hall of Fame Museum 
View show-cars 

Meet Race Car Drivers and get autographs 
Stand on the famous “Yard of Bricks” 

View various Cars, Military vehicles & vintage automobiles 
Listen to live bands 

Shoot Marshmallow Guns 
See emergency vehicles 

Visit displays w/ the Pacers, Indians, Ice, 
Monster Trucks and More! 

Collectable Circuit of Fun patch just $3 
Lots more to do! 

http://www.ima.museum/
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Things to Do: 

Participate in a Pinewood Derby, Rain Gutter 
Regatta and Space Derby 

Shoot BB Guns, Bows & Arrows and Sling Shots 
Traverse through the “Obstacle Course” 

Make your own rope 
Earn Belt Loops and Pins in for Marbles, Chess and Frisbee 

Shop at the Scout Shop Trading Post 
Take your picture in Victory Circle 

Cook your own snack 
Shoot water bottle rockets 

Tour a model campsite 
Lots more too! 

 
ONLY $5! 

(Includes admission to the Speedway Museum!) 
All Scouts will receive a special prize! 

 
No reservations needed just show up at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and use the 16th 
street entrance, like you are going to the museum. Event will be held rain or shine. All 
Events are subject to change without notice. Concessions will be available. Watch for 
additional updates on this exciting event at your Roundtable and on www.crossroadsbsa.org 

Emergency Preparedness Merit Badge - Saturday, October 6, 2007 
An Emergency Preparedness Merit Badge workshop will be held at Camp Bear 
Creek near Connersville in East 
Central Indiana on October 6th from 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Scouts must 
already have completed the First Aid merit badge to participate in this 
workshop. 

Cost is $15 per Scout and is limited to 100 Scouts! 
 
All participants must bring a sack lunch, walking stick, water for you, water for victim, first 
aid kit, blankets, trail mix or snack for trail, notebook, pen or pencil, and SIGNED BLUE 
CARD. Patrols and Troops are welcome to camp out Friday to Sunday provided they meet 
BSA regulations, have obtained a Local Tour Permit, and bring appropriate supervision, 
equipment, etc. Please contact event organizer, James Blunk, at 317-657-8696 to make 
arrangements to camp as a group. Individuals will not be allowed to camp alone. 
 
Please contact the Roesch Scout Service Center with any questions at (317) 925-1900 or 
(877) 925-1900 

Hou Koda District Fall Camporee - October 26 – 28, 2007 
Start planning to attend the Fall Camporee. See information at Roundtable or for additional 
details contact Tammy Knauer at rtrknauer69@sbcglobal.net.  

mailto:rtrknauer69@sbcglobal.net


 

8 

Battle of Belzer - Civil War Days October 26 – 28 , 2007 
Camp Belzer - Indianapolis, Indiana 

“Scouts and Scouters camp, drill and even fight right alongside their Civil War reenacting 
partners in a mock battle staged at the end of Saturday. It’s an immersion event in which 
Scouts and Scouting adults are introduced to what it was like to be in the service of their 
country during the epic struggle that has come to be known as the American Civil War. 
What we’re really trying to do is ignite a passion within our youth, and in so doing, pass the 
torch of teaching our great Nation's rich tapestry of history to the next generation of 
reenactors.” -Trent Champ, past event coordinator – This activity fill up quickly - 
Registration Deadline Friday, September 28, 2007– Register EARLY 

Troop Fundraisers 
All Units – Any units with upcoming fundraisers will be included in this section of 
the Newsletter. Please forward your information to me at bksmith856@aol.com.  
 

 

 
Mark your Calendar for Upcoming District Events 

    

September 8–9, 2007  Voyageur Canoe training – 1st weekend Camp Belzer 

September 8-10, 2007  Wood Badge Course – 2nd weekend Camp Kikthawenund 

September 13, 2007  Cub Scout, Boy Scout and Venturing 
Roundtable Avon Christian Church 

September 13, 2007  First Session of Environmental Science 
Merit Badge 

Indianapolis Museum of 
Art 

September 15-16, 2007  Voyageur Canoe training – 2nd weekend Camp Belzer 

September 17, 2007  Show and Deliver popcorn orders due Trail’s End Web site 

September 21–23, 2007  Outdoor Adventure Days Camp Ransburg 

September 27, 2007  Second Session of Environmental Science 
Merit Badge 

Indianapolis Museum of 
Art 

September 29, 2007  Fly Fishing Clinic and Merit Badge Orvis Retail Store – 
Carmel, Indiana 

September 29, 2007  Tree Identification Class Indianapolis Museum of 
Art 

September 29, 2007  Start Selling! Popcorn Sale Begins!  

September 30, 2007  Deadline for Silver Beaver Nominations Council Office 

October 6, 2007  Emergency Preparedness Merit Badge Camp Bear Creek 

October 6, 2007  Brickyard Bash Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway 

October 26–28, 2007  Hou Koda Fall Camporee  

mailto:bksmith856@aol.com
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October 26-28, 2007  Civil War Days Camp Belzer 

November 10, 1007  Popcorn Sale ENDS  

November 12, 2007  Popcorn orders due to council Trail’s End Web site 

November 13, 2007  Last day to return full cases of unused 
popcorn 

Council Office or Camp 
Belzer 

December 1, 2007  Popcorn Distribution to Units  

December 17, 2007  ALL Popcorn Payments DUE Council Office 

 
Contact Brenda Smith at bksmith856@aol.com to request or provide District Newsletter 
information. For additional Scouting information visit the following Web Sites: 
 
www.crossroadsbsa.org 
www.bsa.scouting.org    

www.usscouts.org     
www.meritbadge.com    
www.houkodadistrict.org   
www.macscouter.com  
www.raceintoscouting.org 
 

Crossroads of America 
1900 N. Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46206 
317-925-1900 
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